
     Letter writing is said to be a lost art.  With the prevalence of email, Twitter, 

and Facebook, the preponderance of blogging, and the essential nature of texting 

when wanting to communicate between generations, letter-writing with paper 

and pen (or pencil or crayon) would seem to be on the decline. 

      This is not to say that communication is lessened, for there seems to be more 

than ever an apparent connectedness through electronics (our son’s data and 

messaging amounts on our phone bill are astounding!)…some would contend 

that there is more superficial, and less substantial, but that would be fodder for 

another newsletter article.  Nevertheless, I can still feel the thrill of receiving a 

hand-written letter with my name correctly spelled, the cancelled stamp a work 

of art, the investment of time and intentionality still appreciated.  Letters just 

seem to carry a bit more meaning, a bit more weight. 

     Elected officials are quick to say that while the emails they receive are often 

reduced to tallies “for” or “against” an issue, handwritten advocacy letters are 

given more attention. Which Christmas communications do you read most care-

fully, the mimeographed (a word from the past, to be sure) or the personalized?  

One of my great joys is when children come up to me, after worship or Sunday 

School and show me a hand-drawn, or hand-colored drawing or message…there 

is something personally touching in those creations. 

     I remember when I would travel abroad I would take time, whenever I had a 

free moment, to write a brief note to someone.  When I spent a month in Russia 

as a college student I was always writing post-cards to friends and family, so 
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much so that my professors often commented on this practice they admired.  When, as synodical bishop. I would travel to 

Tanzania or El Salvador, I made it a point to try to scribble a post-card to each pastor in our synod, to try to connect them 

with the experience, with the partnership.  Those 300 or so post-cards gave me a certain writer’s cramp, but also seemed 

to be appreciated by the recipients, and served a purpose in making connections. 

     I have to be honest in saying that I am not the greatest letter writer these days.  I’m not sure why, but I am wondering 

if perhaps the season of Lent, a time of doing things a bit differently, a time for reclaiming old good habits and develop-

ing additional ones, might not be a good season to focus on letter writing.  There is, after all, a strong tradition in the 

Christian faith for such practices:  The Apostle Paul, Diettrich Bonhoeffer, Martin Luther King, Jr., CS Lewis, Sue Coar, 

Delores Bodine, Lana Chandler, etc.  My invitation is for each of us, during the season of Lent, to connect with this his-

toric tradition, with these iconic letter-writers, and with the love Christ expressed upon the cross, to enter into our own 



letter-writing discipline. 

     Ash Wednesday falls on February 22nd this year, and so per-

haps we can embrace that day as the beginning of our Lenten 

Love Letters.  My Lenten Challenge is for each Bethany house-

hold to write five letters during Lent.  The content and destina-

tion of these letters is up to the letter writer, but here are a few 

possible ideas: 

§ Write a letter of gratitude to someone 

§ Reconnect with a member of your family or friendship 

circle 

§ Write a letter of advocacy to an elected official 

§ Write a note to a home bound person of the Bethany 

congregation 

§ Write a letter to a global partner in Guatemala or Tanza-

nia 

§ Write a letter of encouragement to a partner ministry 

whose work you admire 

§ Write a letter to someone in prison 

§ Write a letter to a child you want to thank or encourage 

or recognize 

     Perhaps the goal for these love letters is to make the recipi-

ent wonder why the sender composed them.  Perhaps it will 

help us recognize, in this Lenten discipline, the loving and inti-

mate “correspondence” God “sent” to us in Jesus.  Perhaps we 

will rediscover one more way in which we engage in “God’s 

Work” with “Our Hands.” 

     So, get ready for our campaign of “Lenten Love Letters.” 

More information will be forthcoming, but for now: 

§ Make a mental list of letter recipients (a prayerful task 

in itself) 

§ Purchase stamps  

§ Find some paper/stationary that fits the exercise 

§ Consider a book of letters you might want to read dur-

ing Lent, such as: 
                      “Letters and Papers from Prison”  Bonhoeffer 

                      “Letter from a Birmingham Jail”    King 

                      “Children’s Letters to God”    Cole 

                      “The Screwtape Letters”  CS Lewis 

                       Letters of the Apostle Paul    Bible 

     Bread for the World, the Christian Advocacy effort, headed 

up by Lutheran Pastor David Beckman, each year has its 

“Offering of Letters.”  It is my hope that our “Lenten Love Let-

ters” can be such an offering, reflecting the love God first made 

known to us.            Pastor Paul 
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     Love is in the air!  We are excited 

about sharing God’s love.  The students 

are excited about sharing notes of friend-

ship with their classmates, and then of 

course, there is chocolate!   February is a 

busy month with Valentine’s day and a 

Date Night for the parents.   January was 

a great month with one of the highlights 

being Pajama Day.  Even the teachers 

came to school in their pajamas. 

     We are in the midst of enrollment for 

next year.  If you know of a family with a 

three or four year old child, please have 

them contact Sheila Jakubik at 780-7752 

to arrange a visit. 

Sheila Jakubik 

Preschool Director 

Preschool Enrollment  

in Process 

Souper Bowl  

of Caring 

Sunday, Feb 5 
 While many Americans snack on 

nachos and buffalo wings as they 

watch the Super Bowl, there are 

many others in this country and 

around the world struggling to 

provide one meal a day for their 

family. Our youth will be in the 

narthex following both services, 

collecting donations to help com-

bat hunger.  Money is sent to  

local and international agencies. 
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Pridefulness and Prejudices 

March 9-11  Seabeck Conference Center  $140 

includes dinner Friday through breakfast  Sunday 

double rooms with private bath. 

Sign up now! 

Saturday only: $50 (includes lunch and dinner) 

Our theme is from Jane Austen: Pridefulness and Prejudices  

fellowship, worship, laughter, reflection, relaxation 

Limited space is still available for weekend or Saturday 

only stays 

Payment is due Feb. 12, checks made payable to Bethany 

Women’s Retreat  

BETHANY BELIEVERS will meet Wed Feb 8 to go to the 

Dancing Brush, Poulsbo. Contact Kathy at 206.842.9167 or 

1sillymama@gmail.com to coordinate rides. BB meets from 12 

noon until 3:00 pm.  

Lenten Schedule 
     “What is Reiki?” I asked my friend a 

few years ago when she said I might bene-

fit from Reiki…pronounced “ray-

kee”.   Chuck was very ill, our beautiful 

Golden Retriever (my stress reliever) sud-

denly died and I could not talk without 

tears overflowing.  My friend set up a time 

at Rolling Bay Presbyterian Church for me 

to receive Reiki.  After 45 minutes in this 

“sacred space” I was filled with peace and 

a knowing I would be OK.  God was with 

me.  It was beautiful and I went again and 

again.  Finally I learned even more by be-

coming a Reiki minister and am now a 

Master Reiki Minister…3 steps. 

     Reiki, at Rolling Bay is a Çhrist–

centered healing ministry dedicated to 

channeling, through our hands, God’s un-

conditional healing love.  We work in 

teams of two in a special room dedicated 

only for Reiki…a sacred space.  We ask for 

God’s guidance and healing pres-

ence.  Most people experience a sense of 

relaxation and inner peace.    Everyone is 

welcome whether you are seriously ill or 

you just need a safe place to relax and re-

charge.   It is free (it’s our ministry gift to 

you) and lasts about 45 minutes.  This min-

istry has been ongoing at Rolling Bay for 

10 years and now at St. Barnabas for two 

years.    

     Alys Erickson, Louise Urness and 

Sonya Selboe have received Reiki this past 

year and would be willing to share their 

experience with you, as would I. 

REIKI by Mary Croy 

February 22   

Ash Wednesday Worship  

12 noon & 7 p.m. 

 

February 29 - April 4  

Soup Suppers 6 p. m. 

Lenten Worship Wednesdays 7 p.m. 

INTERFAITH ADVOCACY DAY will be Tues, Feb 14 (Valentines' Day) in Olympia.  Pastor Paul attended last year, and this 

year, with the encouragement of Bethany as an "Advocating Congregation," he has reserved a 15-passenger van for the day.  

We will leave Bethany no later than 7a, and return by 5p.  Those interested are encouraged to sign up in the hallway to indi-

cate they would like to ride along, AND need to register with the Faith Action Network (fan@fanwa.org or call 206-625-

9790) along with a $20 registration fee (includes lunch) by Feb. 1. Pastor Paul has also been invited to offer the opening 

prayer for the state legislature that day.  This is a great opportunity to be updated on current legislative issues, to hear from 

faith leaders on current topics, and meet our elected representatives and their staffs.  Friends and neighbors from Eagle 

Harbor UCC have also been invited to join us in our common transportation. 

 

mailto:1sillymama@gmail.com
mailto:fan@fanwa.org
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     May we be as varied as the first fol-

lowersé. During the Week of Prayer for 

Christian Unity I will be giving thanks to God 

that this is Christ's church. Our unity is in 

Christ, who gathers us around word and wa-

ter, bread and wine. Through Christ, we 

have been reconciled to God and to one an-

other. 

     I give thanks to God that in my lifetime, 

we have witnessed and been a part of so 

many signs of greater unity in the body of 

Christ. My early memories are of defining 

ourselves as Lutherans in contrast to others. 

In Sunday school and confirmation, we would 

hear how we are not like Roman Catholics. 

Now even as we continue to address in dia-

logues these issues that separate us from 

experiencing our unity together at the Lord's 

table, we give thanks that we have as Luther-

ans and Roman Catholics a "Joint Declaration 

on the Doctrine of Justification." 

     I give thanks to God that in the formative 

years of the ELCA, we adopted "Ecumenism: 

The Vision of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America," and for 23 years have 

lived out those commitments to work for 

the visible unity of the body of Christ. 

     As I travel throughout this church, I see 

so many expressions of that unity ñ ELCA 

members joining with members of other 

congregations for prayer and Bible study, 

doing campus ministry together, providing 

shelter for the homeless and food for the 

hungry, and joining in evangelism and out-

reach to those who have no church or have 

not heard the good news of Jesus Christ. 

     During the Week of Prayer , I will pray 

for healing in congregations, families and 

communities where there have been difficult 

decisions and painful separations from the 

ELCA. I will give thanks for synod bishops 

and congregational leaders who have walked 

with congregations through those decisions. I 

will give thanks for congregations that have 

experienced reconciliation because we have 

said as a church that all are welcome here.  

     I will also pray that within the unity that 

God gives through Christ we will become a 

community as rich in our diversity as was 

found among the followers of Jesus. After 

Jesus was baptized by John and began his 

public ministry, people noticed with whom 

Jesus associated ñ disreputable men and 

questionable women; religious purists, sepa-

ratists and phonies; financial and moral 

cheats and those cheated upon; the arrogant 

and abhorrent; the impure and the puritani-

cal; even foreigners. Against others' advice, 

even from his own disciples, Jesus turned 

none of them away. 

     Even more remarkable was how Jesus 

responded to the diseased and the pos-

sessed. Jesus talked with them and listened 

to them, as one human to another. He held 

the untouchables. He ate and drank with sin-

ners. One human to another. 

     Unlike those who could only see God-

forsakenness in others or themselves, Jesus 

announced God-forgiveness. Reconciled, for-

given and restored in a healed human com-

munity, people began to experience in Jesus 

that they were created in God's image and 

beloved of God.  

     In this way Jesus held people together 

regardless of differences. Jesus held them all 

ñ their hands with his healing touch, their 

minds with his powerful teaching and their 

hearts with his compassionate mercy. Most 

of all, it was through his death and resurrec-

tion that Jesus held them, declaring the full 

measure of his faithfulness and God's stead-

fast love and mercy.  

     The same is true for us today. We are a 

church whose unity is in Jesus. The whole 

Christian church and even the ELCA encom-

pass broad diversity, even irreducible differ-

ences. Often those differences are misunder-

stood as problems to be solved. The biblical 

witness, however, is that a diversity of gifts is 

the very nature of the community that lives 

by faith in Christ and never a problem to be 

solved. For in Jesus Christ, the diversity of 

the Spirit's gifts is itself a gift, a blessing, the 

means by which the whole body ministers to 

its members and to the world.  

     Most high and holy God, pour out upon us 

your one and unifying Spirit, and awaken in 

every confession of the whole church a holy hun-

ger and thirst for unity in you; through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen  

Church Unity Found in Jesus 
By Mark S. Hanson, Presiding Bishop 

Birthdays 

http://www.oikoumene.org/programmes/unity-mission-evangelism-and-spirituality/spirituality-and-worship/week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity.html
http://www.oikoumene.org/programmes/unity-mission-evangelism-and-spirituality/spirituality-and-worship/week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity.html
http://archive.elca.org/ecumenical/ecumenicaldialogue/romancatholic/jddj/declaration.html
http://archive.elca.org/ecumenical/ecumenicaldialogue/romancatholic/jddj/declaration.html
http://www.elca.org
http://www2.elca.org/ecumenical/vision.html
http://www2.elca.org/ecumenical/vision.html
http://www2.elca.org/ecumenical/vision.html
http://www.elca.org
http://www.oikoumene.org/programmes/unity-mission-evangelism-and-spirituality/spirituality-and-worship/week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity.html
http://www.elca.org
http://www.elca.org
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BETHANY LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 

7968 Finch Road NE 

Bainbridge Island, WA  98110 
 

 

Bethany Lutheran Church 

Passion for God, Compassion for Others 

WWW.BETHANYOFBAINBRIDGE.ORG 

PASTOR PAUL STUMME-DIERS  
PastorPaul@BethanyOfBainbridge.org 

Mission 

To seek to do God's will through 

joyful outreach near and far, 

hospitality towards all, and 

spiritual growth that amazes. 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE   

8:30a.m. Worship 

9:30a Fellowship 

10a Family Worship & Education 

Childcare provided both services. 

OFFICE HOURS:  
Monday - Thursday 9a –1p 

206.842.4241 

STAFF: 
Pati Olson - Administrator 

Info@BethanyofBainbridge.org 

Ric Becker - Bookkeeper 

Sylvia Cauter - Choir Director 

Kathy Dudgeon 

Fellowship@BethanyofBainbridge.org 

Betsy Dunlap - Musical Director 

betztnt@Earthlink.net 

Sheila Jakubik- Bethany Preschool 

Preschool@BethanyOfBainbridge.org 

Linda Newlon-Education Coord. 

Education@BethanyofBainbridge.org 

Jim Sutton -Maintenance  

 2011 COUNCIL   

Franklin Chu, President 

Marcy Daley, Vice Pres.  

Iris White, Secretary 

Jim Rohrscheib, Treas. 
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